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Higher  Education  
 
1979 PhD (Doctorat 3e cycle) Paris France on the economic anthropology of rural Afghanistan 
1970 MSc Oxford England in agricultural economics and economic development 
1969 MA Hons St Andrews Scotland in development economics and history 
1965 Studied one semester at University of Tubingen, Germany 
1968 Studied one semester at Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone 
 
Professional training 
 
Over the years I have attended many courses and conferences, and taught many more on participative 
evaluation and monitoring. As a young man I learned my marketing, management and animation skills 
from SmithKlineBeecham, and I learned my rural development skills from the Afghans. My doctorate was 
on the rural economy of Afghanistan because my wife and I decided early that strengthening grassroots 
organizations offered a solution to poverty alleviation.  Our doctorates were in French, and my intellectual 
inspiration has been the participative grassroots philosophy of the late Professor Henri Desroche - founder 
of the RŽseau des Hautes Etudes des Pratiques Sociales (RHEPS) and the African open university system 
UniversitŽ coopŽrative internationale.   I  am conversant with several traditions of thought and analysis, 
including West African, Islamic and Central Asian economic theory.  
 
 I am committed to capacity building at every level but especially to strengthen the role and voice of civil 
society, which is the only route through which women can make their voices heard in a modern nation 
state.  I was a co-founder of NGO coordination groups in The Gambia and Mali in the 1980s (Tango, CCA, 
Pivots), and provided them with a vision that has survived the test of time. Not all societies collaborate: in 
Afghanistan for example, an African democratic tradition of Ôcivil societyÕ does not exist.  
 
 
Languages 
 



fl uent     English and French (UK citizen with US and French residence) 
rusty     German and Persian (Afghan Dari) 
elementary  Bambara, Mandinka, Krio, Khmer 
  
 
Professional career  
  
2005 Managing Partner  and International Consultant, EPES Mandala Consult ing (UK & US). We 

provide multi-cultural teams and appropriate solutions for conflict transformation and peace 
building. This company was born from successful development and disarmament work a group of 
us have been carrying out for EU, UN and others in Africa and Asia, since we f irst met at the 
Flame of Peace in 1996 in Timbuktu. We bring experience and expertise for transforming conflict 
and rebuilding countries in post-conflict zones. I combine this role with university teaching. 

 
 
Recen Consultancies  
 
Apr il 2004 Ð Apr il 2005   Evaluating Secur ity Sector  Reform in 16 Afr ica countr ies. For UNIDIR  

the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research and DCAF the Swiss 
center for Democratic Control of Armed Forces, I am supervising a multi-
authored study of SSR and its impact on democratic governance. 

 
June-July 2004    Afghanistan National Solidar ity Program:  Designing for USAID , in 

partnership with EDC and University of Massachusetts, a program for womenÕs 
and youth literacy that would strengthen decentralized democratic governance in 
five areas or provinces. 

 
June 2003 Ð Sept 2004  Evaluation of weapons-for-development programs: for UNIDIR with 

Japanese government funding I designed a participative evaluation program to 
apply PRA-style evaluation methodologies to the field of micro-disarmament 
and to produce a Ôbest practiceÕ set of lessons learned. In September 2004 in 
Geneva I co-Chaired the conference that discussed the outcomes of this project. 

 
 
Previous Professional Positions 
 
2002 Ð 2004  Visit ing Professor  in International Studies at University of Richmond & Virginia 

Commonwealth University, teaching courses on the Middle East, Afghanistan and Central Asia, 
West Africa, Radical and Political Islam, and Terrorism.  I will teach again in the Fall of 2005. 

 
1996- present  Consultancy, evaluation and research on development, conflict resolution and 

governance in Afr ica (Mali, Niger, Guinea, Bissau, Sierra Leone, Senegal) and Asia (Cambodia, 
Middle East, Afghanistan and Central Asia) with the United Nations Institute for Disarmament 
Research (UNIDIR Senior Research Fellow), Virginia Commonwealth University (Professor) and 
the European Union (Weapons-for-Development advisor). I  designed and funded three major 
UNIDIR research-action programmes for peace building and decentralized governance:  the first 
mobilizes civil society organizations in West Africa, the second evaluates micro-disarmament 
programs in several countries on three continents, and the third concerns security sector reform 
and decentralization in 16 African states.  

 
1990-96   Decentralized democracy, development and peace building in Mali. I managed a $50 

million program for USAID, funding US and local NGOs and promoting collaboration between 
donors (particularly USAID, EU and UN Agencies). I also helped mobilize US and local civil 
society organizations to end fighting, reduce poverty and build peace through decentralization, and 
the reintegration of rebels into society, and wrote a book about it. 



 
1987- 90  NGO participative evaluation and training:  this involved creating and leading a local 

training team for young Malian NGOs and national/ regional associations in project management 
and design, planning and evaluation. We co-authored a number of local publications which have 
been important for West African participatory development, and I combined this with occasional 
consultancies for UNDP, UNESCO, Swiss Cooperation, USAID, UCI and other NGOs. Malian 
civil society was preparing itself to replace a 23-year military dictatorship which fell in 1991. 

 
1983-87   Management for  education, agr iculture and decentralization in Senegal and Gambia: 

I was Director of ActionAid, The GambiaÕs biggest development agency with a budget of $3-4 
million p.a. and a staff of 400 working in multi-sector community development. Creating and 
strengthening participatory, decentralized associations in Senegambia, I developed joint training/ 
evaluation links with associations in  Sierra Leone and the Guineas. I also initiated a new program 
for ActionAid, helping to establish the Province of Kolda, Casamance.  

 
1980- 83  Post-drought rehabilitation in the Sahel:  I was Director in northern Mali of the huge 

Acord Sahel program 1980-83 in Timbuktu and Gao Ð with antennae in neighboring Niger - 
rebuilding a social economy after drought, through the creation of decentralized cooperatives. This 
involved rebuilding sustainable development and civil society on a foundation of participatory 
democratic governance organisations under a military dictatorship. 

  
1973-80   Marketing manager: SmithKlineBeecham Pharmaceuticals in France and UK, where I 

learned the science of management in EuropeÕs most profitable company (better than an MBA) 
selling in the French agricultural economy. On leaving to manage ActionAid Gambia, I was 
elected Member of the British Institute of Management (MBIM). 

  
1970-73   Afghanistan United Nations (UNDP, Unicef) development work: I  learned how the 

international organizations work and how Afghan village life is managed. My wife and I led a 
social and economic anthropologist team that designed UnicefÕs village development strategy to 
reach women and children in remote rural areas before the war.  30 years later, this has again 
become the best strategy document for rebuilding and developing a peaceful rural Afghanistan.  
This work we used as the basis to write our doctoral dissertations, and for a book on Afghanistan.  

 
Distinctive additional facts 
 
2004  Co-founded a Partnership: EPES Mandala Consulting (UK & US) 
2002 Ð 2004         Visiting Professor in International Studies, Virginia Commonwealth University  
2002 Ð 2004         Guest Professor in International Studies, University of Richmond  
2003  Researched  and designed teaching courses on Afghanistan, Central Asia, Middle East 
2002  Chevalier de lÕOrdre National du Mali Ð for services to peace building in West Africa 
2001  Chevalier of the Royal Cambodian Samotrei Order Ð for services to disarmament 
1996  Ambassador for Malian Agriculture (honorary title), Mali Chamber of Commerce 
1985  Elected Member of the British Institute of Management (MBIM) 
1986 Ð 1996         Director of Studies (unpaid), International Cooperative University in Africa  
  
 
Published Books: 
Afghanistan Ð working beneath the Turban, living behind the Veil (in preparation) 
 
Disarming Cambodia Ð land of beauty, land of smiles, land of hidden terror  -Building peace in 

Cambodia after 30 years of war (in preparation, almost completed) 
 
The r ise of MaliÕs  CCA-ONG 1984-1995:  civil society emerges from dictatorship into democracy 
(Eds Jamana, Bamako 2004) co-authors Yacouba Deme, Idrissa Maiga 
 



Peace building and Practical Disarmament in Sierra Leone: beyond states, with Civil Society (UN, 
Geneva, Dec 2000) co-editor Anatole Ayissi, authors from civil society in Sierra Leone. 
 
A Peace of Timbuktu: democratic governance, development and Afr ican peacemaking  
(UN, Geneva, March 1998) co-author Ibrahim ag Youssouf, with a Preface by Kofi Annan 
  
La paix de Tombouctou: gestion dŽmocratique, dŽveloppement et construction afr icaine de la paix  
(UN, Geneva, June 1999 Ð 2nd edition updated, of the original English text) 
 
Femmes, entrepr ises et dŽveloppements :  Actes dÕun Colloque africain.  (Archives des sciences sociales 
du dŽveloppement 1989 vol 1) Coll•ge CoopŽratif, Paris et UniversitŽ CoopŽrative Internationale, co-
Žditeurs Hallassy SidibŽ, Guy BŽdard, Lucie Goulet 
 
Putting People First Ð voluntary organisations and Third Wor ld development (Macmillan, London, 
Dec 1988) co-editor Michael Harris, authors from NGOs in Africa and Asia 
 
Afghanistan    Que sais-je ?   (Presses Universitaires de France, Paris) co-author Michelle Elcoat Poulton 
 
 
Published articles (a small selection): 
  
2004   ÒAfghanistan: New approaches for  weapons management,Ó the Bulletin on  

small arms and human security, focus on Central Asia, Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue, Geneva, October-November 2004. http://www.hdcentre.org/?aid=61. 

 
2004  ÒMicro-disarmament and peace building:  The European Union ASAC 

programme in Cambodia after  three years of activityÓ UNIDIR, Disarmament Forum  
2004/2 co-authors Seng Son and Neil Wilford 

 
2004  ÒThe Challenges of Secur ity Sector  Governance in Afr icaÓ for the Peace and 

Conflict Resolution Seminar, in The Comet Newspaper, Lagos, Nigeria, 30 April 2004 
 
2003  Honour, guns and j ihad Ð improving childhood and communications in 

Afghanistan would promote peaceÓ KingÕs College London, Journal of Conflict, 
Security and Development”, Volume 3, No 3 December 2003  

 
2003  ÒCivil Society made Peace in TimbuktuÓ in Cultural Survival, August 2003.  
 
2003   " Weapons for  Development: An I nnovative Approach to Micro-

disarmament and Peace Building in Cambodia"  in Seminars on 
Small Arms Vol 2, published by the Geneva Forum, University of Geneva 

 
2003  Peace Consolidation through Community Weapon Responsibility: this is 

what happens after  VWCP Success.  Discussion Paper on the evolution of Voluntary 
Weapons Collection Programmes, UNIDIR, Geneva, June 2003. 

 
2002  ÒEthnic and Inter-State Complexity in the Central Asian 'Stans'Ó in Asian 

Affairs, Journal of the Royal Society for Asian Affairs, London, February 2002  
 
2001  ÒThe role of the Kalashnikov in Afghanistan, Tajikistan and the other ÔStansÕÓ  

in Asian Affairs, RSAA, London, October  2001 p295-99. 
Review of The Small Arms Problem in Central Asia: features and implications by Bobi 
Pirseydi, United Nations Institute for Disarmament Affairs, Palais des Nations, Geneva, 
May 2000.  ISBN 92-9045-134-3. UN Sales No GV.E.00.0.6.  

 



2001  ÒBonfire of the Armour ies Ð weapons for  developmentÓ The World Today, 
Royal Institute for International Affairs, London July 2001, p 16-17 

 
2000  ÒFlames of Peace: Disarmament and Post-Conflict Peace-building in MaliÓ 

Co-authored with Brig Gen Henny J. van der Graaf, in Remnants of War, edited by Sami 
Faltas &  Camilla Waszinc, Bonn InternatÕl Center for Conversion 2000 

1999  ÒPeacemaking And Sustainable Human Development  - big pictures and 
small projects build collaboration between UNDP and Civil Society in MaliÓ  co-
authored with Ibrahim ag Youssouf and Mahamane Baby in UNDP collaborations with 
Civil Society, on the web at UNDP, New York, 1999 

 
1990  ' 'Quand on laboure son champ, on se retourne de temps ˆ  autre' ':   

Žvaluation par t icipative  SCF et AMRAD, KolondiŽba, Mali, 45p  
     avec Fatou Haidara et Souleymane KantŽ 

 
1990  ' 'L 'Žvaluation par ticipative:  deux Žtudes de cas ˆ  Kangaba, Mali' '  

avec Fatou Haidara PLAN Int'l et AMRAD, 50p 
 

1983  ' 'Cooperation against the drought:  nomads and farmers join forces in 
Mali' '            Geographical Magazine LV no 10, London, p 524-531 

 
1979  ' 'CoopŽration spontanŽe autour  dÕune mosquŽe afghane' ' Revue des Etudes 

CoopŽratives, Paris, 4•me Trimestre 1979, p107-116. 
 


